Campbells Bay School PTA Feedback Questionnaire Results & Conclusions
September 2011

Thank you for your comments on the recent PTA questionnaire. 65 questionnaires were returned – these conclusions and results represent 13% of the CBS parent community which is statistically significant.

CONCLUSIONS

The key objectives of the PTA, in order of priority are seen by the parents to be:

1. Fund raising

2. Organising events/activities for the children

3. Organising events for the school community

4. Arranging help for teachers

Other key comments included:

5. The PTA should feedback to school management on common issues such as playground/bathroom conditions, class sizes, computer policy etc.

6. The PTA should support to new families, and help them to settle into school and if new to the area, to the wider community

Overall Effectiveness/Perception of the PTA 

Overall, parents agree that the PTA organizes fun events which add to the value to school spirit. (
Regarding PTA class reps – there is an acknowledgement that this is a good idea but currently not working as well as it could. Some specific comments were that PTA reps were never contacted by the PTA for anything, many parents in each class have not opted in to have their name on a class list, there is no clarity on what the role of the class rep is and it does not seem to be co-ordinated across all classes.

Parents seem uncertain about the objectives of the PTA, whether the PTA communicates effectively and are unsure about where the funds they raise are spent. This is a definite area for improvement.

Generally speaking, parents disagreed that Monday evenings is a convenient time to meet. There were some suggestions to meet at 9.00am or 2pm and some suggestions for after school.

There is currently little interest from parents in getting involved with the PTA, although a few parents have provided contact details.

Popular PTA Initiatives

Parents ranked family fun days, second hand uniform sales, mufti days (twice a term!), school discos and calendars with children’s art as the 5 top activities they would like to see continued.  There were some comments that fewer things should be done well.  

There were a number of other popular initiatives (please see graph in results), and some new ideas (e.g. music days, art sales, cultural days) which can be discussed in the next meeting.

There were a few definite ‘no’s’ to donut days and ice cream sales and a few cautions on a ‘pet day’ being a ‘disaster waiting to happen’. There were requests to remove commercial rides from family fun nights as they are too expensive and too long. One parent asked for no more factathons.  There were some comments about activities which encourage children to make contributions to the wider community (since school motto is ‘Not Self but Service’).

RESULTS

Please rank in order of priority what you see the role of the PTA at CBS to be: Where

1 = ‘Most important’. (Please add other comments and rank accordingly as you believe.)
	
	Rank

	The PTA’s role is to raise funds to support school projects and special items
	1.4

	The PTA’s role is to organize events for the children at CBS
	2.2

	The PTA’s role is to organize events for the wider school community
	3.1

	The PTA’s role is to help teachers find parent help where needed
	3.2

	The PTA’s role is to school on strategic issues that are not specific to individual children e.g. condition of the playgrounds, class sizes, computer policy etc
	-

	The PTA should support new families to CBS and area and be a source of information about the school and wider community
	-


Please provide your feedback on the following aspects of the current PTA activities where 1 = Strongly disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3= unsure/ no opinion, 4 = Agree, 5 = Strongly agree

	
	Average
	Mode
	Median

	PTA organizes fun events which add value to the overall school
	4.2
	3
	3

	The class rep system is a good idea but it could work better than it currently does
	3.6
	4
	3.5

	Having a PTA class rep is great because I know who I can go to if I have suggestions or comments
	3.5
	4
	4

	I know what the funds the PTA raises contribute towards
	3.3
	3
	3.5

	The PTA communicates effectively with the wider school community
	3.1
	4
	4

	I know what the objectives of the PTA are
	3.0
	3
	3

	The PTA meets on a Monday evening once a month, and this is a convenient time for me*
	2.8
	3
	3

	I would like to get more involved with the PTA 
	2.5
	1
	1


PTA Activities

The below graph illustrates parent’s feedback on the activities parents would like to see the PTA continuing/providing in the future.
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Other ideas were cultural days, music days, community days, senior students helping to decorate hall for junior discos, children getting involved in wider community service through PTA initiated activities.
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